but the occurrence of three cases together is highly unusual, although no common link among our patients is apparent. One of the cases also developed haemolysis which has been related to high sulphapyridine levels (8) and slow acetylator status (9) . Neutropenia is thought to be due to immunological rather than directly toxic mechanisms (10) .
In the treatment of ulcerative colitis new methods are being developed for the delivery of 5-aminosalicylic acid, the active moiety of sulphasalazine, to the colon (11, 12) without the presence of the sulphonamide component. 
